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Narumi: Hey Kelly, long time no see! Come and take a look at this picture!

Kelly: Hi, Narumi. Wow, those are cute kittens! Whose are they?

Narumi: Actually, they are mine.

Kelly: What?! You suddenly have four kittens? What happened?

Narumi: One night about two months ago, just after Golden Week, I was at home
when I heard something meowing from the backyard. The sound startled me,
so I went there and found three kittens too young to walk.

Relly: [ 1 ]?

Narumi: That was the problem. I looked around and waited for a while, but the
mother cat did not appear. I looked up how to deal with the situation on
the internet and found that if humans touch the kittens, the mother cat will
smell the human’s scent and abandon them. So I decided to leave a
cardboard box and a blanket by them that night so as not to touch them,
and wait until the next day for her to come back.

Kelly: So she didn’t come back after all, and you decided to keep them. If you
hadn’t taken care of them, they might have died.

Narumi: That’s what I was . So the next day I took them to the vet for a
checkup and, thank goodness, they were all fine.

Kelly: Good for them. By the way, isn’t this one on the left in the photo a little
different from the others? Earlier you mentioned three kittens, then is this
the fourth one?

Narumi: Yes, he is the fourth one which I found just a month after I picked up the
other three. He was walking around the backyard all by himself. His body
pattern and coloration are similar to the others in general. Also, all four
have the same letter M pattern on their foreheads, and I figured he was
their brother. So I decided to keep him, too. But like you said, only he looks
a little different.

Kelly: He is the only one with a different eye color. The pattern on his tail is a
little different, too. And isn’t he just big and fat?

Narumi: Hey! That makes him more lovable and cuter! Anyway, perhaps he’s the
only one not related by blood. But I am happy because thanks to his
addition, now I have the same number of males and females, and all four of
them are getting along like family.

Kelly: You have a dog, too. You said you prefer dogs to cats. Now you've grown to
like cats, too. Are all of them getting along well?
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Narumi:

Kelly:

Of course. My kittens also play well with my rabbit that I have had for five
years.
Oh, I see. I remember you also have a rabbit. Your house sounds like a bit

of a zoo!
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She rushed to the backyard and caught the mother cat wandering around.
She researched online to find out how to handle the situation.
She put them in a cardboard box and covered them with a blanket.

She took them to the vet immediately on the same day she found them.
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1) Which of the following statements about the four kittens is true? |I|
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Only the fourth kitten does not have the M pattern on its forehead.

The male kittens have a different eye color from the female kittens.

The last kitten Narumi picked up in the backyard was smaller than the
others.

Not all of them seem to be blood-related.

2) Why did Kelly say Narumi’s house was like a bit of a zoo?
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Because she heard a lot of animal noises coming from Narumi’s house.
Because many people visit Narumi’s house to come to play with her cats.
Because Narumi has some animals of different species.

Because she is happy that Narumi finally got a job at a zoo.
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KIRAN’'S MANGROVE ADVENTURE TOURS

Come and join us on one of our fantastic Mangrove
Adventure Tours! It’s a fantastic way to experience some
of Indonesia’s fantastic mangrove forests. We have daily
tours led by one of our friendly and knowledgeable tour

guides.

What are mangroves?

“Mangrove” is a general term for a group of plants that grow in the intertidal zone of
tropical and subtropical coastal areas, especially in a brackish water region where
seawater and freshwater mix. The most distinctive feature of mangroves is their roots,
which have a variety of body shapes depending on the species. The roots of the
mangroves are hiding places for a variety of creatures, including crabs and small fish,

which can be observed up close during the tour.

What do | need to bring?

We will visit a secret beach towards the end of the tour, so you may want to bring a
swimsuit and towel. It can get hot and sunny, so please bring any sun protection that
you may require. Lunch will be included, and we will enjoy a delicious local curry on

a floating restaurant.

Who will be my guide?

We have a team of ten native guides working for us. All of our guides grew up in the
local area and have extensive knowledge of the mangrove forests. The tours are given
mainly in English, although some guides can speak additional languages, such as
French, German, Spanish, Chinese and Japanese. As long as there are more than four
people in your group, we may be able to provide the tour in another language if

necessary.

We make sure that no garbage is left by our tours (in fact, your guide will pick
garbage up if he or she sees it). In particular, we must avoid leaving plastics behind
as they produce microplastics, which can cause indigestion in and death of aquatic
organisms if accidentally consumed by them. We also do not feed any of the animals
because this can damage the carefully balanced ecosystem. Feeding wild animals can
make them obese, prevents younger animals from learning how to hunt and allows the

numbers of the animals’ natural prey to increase unnaturally.
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not cold but normally warm
not deep but very shallow
not clear but seriously muddy

not fresh but slightly salty
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What experience can | expect on Kiran’s Mangrove Adventure Tours?
How eco-friendly are Kiran’s Mangrove Adventure Tours?
What do mangrove animals eat?

How is the garbage disposed of?
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1) Which of the following statements about the tour guides is true?

®

@
®
@

On each tour, a team consisting of ten guides who speak different languages
will lead you through the mangrove forests.

They bring sun protection for the tourists so that they do not get sunburned.
All of them are locals in Indonesia.

Tours are only given in English.

2) What can tourists do on the tour? |I|
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They can do various body shaping activities in the mangrove forests.

They can eat their meals at a restaurant located on the roots of the
mangroves.

They have an opportunity to visit a beach at the end of the tour.

They can take lessons to learn different languages for an additional fee.

3) Which of the following statements is mentioned in the poster?
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Tourists feeding wild animals may prevent them from learning how to get
food.

“Mangrove” is the name of a specific tree that grows in tropical regions.
Mangrove roots are too complex for animals to hide and live among them.
Since plastics and microplastics are different, discarding plastics has no

ecological impact.
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1) The meeting lasted four and a half hours before we an agreement.
(1) reached @ came @ led @ arrived 5 rose

2) Mary opened a file from an unknown person via email, her computer

went down.
1 Due to @ During 3) In spite of
@ Till 5 Once

3) I would like to know Mark mastered three foreign languages in a

month.
1 the way how @ the way which 3 the way by which
@ how ® in which
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1) ( 7 ) what to say, Ken just said, “Thank you,” with his eyes ( 4 ) down
at the table.
1) 7 : Not knowing 4 looking @ 7 : Not knowing 4 looked
3 7 : Never known A looking @ 7 : Never known 4 looked

2) I (7 ) all the classes this year ( 1 ) that I might not graduate together

with you.

1) 7 : attended at A : for fear @ 7 : attended at A :to fear
@ 7 : attended A : for fear @ 7 : attended A :to fear

3) 1 don’t know what Luth does ( 7 ), but 'm sure it has something ( 1 )

computers.

@ 7 :in a work A by doing of @ 7 :in a work 4 *to do with
@ 7 :for a living A4 by doing of @ 7 :for a living A *to do with



4) If T had studied ( 7 ) when I was young, I ( 1 ) an easier life now.

1) 7 : computing A might have @ 7 : computing A : have had
3 7 :to compute A might have @ 7 :to compute 4 have had
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Some years ago, yaki-imo were a winter tradition sold out of trucks, but these
days they are readily available at supermarkets and other shops. What is the secret
yaki-imo’s enduring appeal?

According to Ayuki Hashimoto, president of the Sweet Potato Ambassador

Association, which provides information on sweet potatoes, the first yaki-imo boom took

place during the Edo period (1603-1867), when sweet potatlczes first began to be widely
cultivated. In an era when sugar was scarce, yaki-imo proved a hit. The yaki-imo
industry for the whole city of Edo was, by Hashimoto’s estimate, worth some ¥600
million in today’s currency.

After the Meiji Restoration, demand for inexpensive yaki-imo rose again with the
rapid increase in population. This was the second boom. However, the draw of
chocolate and other sweets during the Taisho era (1912-1926) dampened interest in
yaki-imo.

The third boom began in 1951, the year sweet potatoes roasted over hot pebbles
began to be offered in Tokyo. They were sold out of carts drawn by bicycle or from
trucks and the convenience of buying from such vehicles aided in their revival.

With the expansion of fast food restaurants and convenience stores, however, cheap
and appealing snacks became more accessible, and the popularity of yaki-imo
once more.

The appearance of automatic yaki-imo ovens for commercial use in 1998 marked a
turning point. It became possible to produce and sell yaki-imo at supermarkets and
other stores. In 2005, a supermarket chain operator with about 300 outlets mainly in
the Tokyo metropolitan area started selling yaki-imo in its stores in earnest using
ovens. Currently, its stores sell the baked sweet potatoes. Many other
supermarkets have also introduced such ovens. Consumers feel less guilty about eating

2)
yaki-imo than they do with high-calorie sweets — which has led to the fourth yaki-imo

boom, a trend that continues to this day and is founded on the health consciousness of

recent years.

The yaki-imo variety popular among people has also changed in the current boom.
In the past, theS) leading yaki-imo varieties ( 7 ) flaky, but recently, rich and
creamy varieties (1 ) the hearts of consumers.

In 2007, the National Agriculture and Food Research Organization applied to the
agriculture ministry to register the Beniharuka sweet potato variety, a representative
sweet potato of the rich and creamy variety. With the Annoimo variety grown in
Tanegashima attracting a great deal of attention at the time, the Beniharuka variety,

_7_



which has similar characteristics, quickly gained popularity. New varieties such as Silk
Sweet continue to pop up on the market, and sweet potatoes are becoming ever more
diverse.

At a yaki-imo specialty shop, which opened in Tokyo in 2013, customers stand in
line when autumn comes to choose from among its eight or so yaki-imo varieties. In

Nl
addition to shops that offer a wide variety of sweet potatoes, recent years have also

seen some places lay emphasis on how they bake their yaki-imo.

Exports of sweet potatoes are thriving amid the growing popularity of soft and
silky sweet varieties overseas. Export volume for sweet potatoes, which was about 20
tons in 2000, has continued to 5iexpand rapidly, exceeding 2,000 tons for the first time
in 2016 and growing to about 5,600 tons in 2021.

The operating company of a famous discount store chain began selling yaki-imo in
Singapore in 2017. The company brought ovens from Japan to bake the sweet potatoes
and offer them hot and ready to eat to customers. The sales volume for yaki-imo that
are sweet and silky, characteristics rarely seen overseas, has increased as much as
sixfold from their initial sales volume.

“Yaki-imo have experienced a boom and bust cycle with the emergence of powerful

rivals such as fast food and sweets, but now there seem to be no rivals. The yaki-imo

craze will probably not cool down for some time,” Hashimoto said.

(Source: 202241228 The Japan News & U i)
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(1 a television program in which famous people are asked questions and talk
about various things

@ the best and most important one of a group of products, stores, services, and
so on

3 a type of thing that is different from the others in the same group

@) a combination of two or more substances that are put together without any
chemical reaction taking place
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(1 used to being — have been winning
@ wused to being — had been won
3) wused to be — have been winning
@ used to be — had been won
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(1) shops @ a wide variety of sweet potatoes
3) recent years @) some places
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The volume in 2000 is about one-tenth of that in 2016.

The volume in 2016 is most likely less than one-third of that in 2021.

The volume in 2021 is most likely twice as much as that in 2016.
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The volume in 2016 is about a hundred times as much as that in 2000.
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In the north of Belgium, people speak a variant of Dutch, while in the south,
people speak French. About 60% of Belgians speak Dutch and 35% French; there is a
small German-speaking population and also small groups who have come from outside
the EU. Brussels is predominantly French-speaking but lies within the Dutch-speaking

area of the country. Officially Brussels is bilingual, (1) French and Dutch @ the EU
1)

3 with @ equal status () having).

One is likely, however, to hear English and many other languages spoken in
Brussels because the city is home to many diplomats, visiting politicians and people
working in important international organizations. Not only is Brussels the capital of
the country, but it hosts the headquarters of NATO, the powerful western defense
organization and a number of high-level institutions of the EU. In fact, informally,
Brussels is known as “the capital of the EU,” because of the widespread belief

(1 so many @ regarding () that () making 6 important decisions) the EU
2)

are taken there.

The EU has put up many new buildings in Brussels, which, concentrated in one
area, almost constitute “a city within the city.” Some of the EU buildings are
monotonous, but some of the new additions make exciting additions to the cityscape of
Brussels. (1) as if (@ though (3) has @) brought (6 the presence of the EU)

3)
prestige and business to the city, it has also put a squeeze on land and

accommodation, making Brussels a more expensive place in which to live.

(Source: John H. Randle fttl, [Europe: A Changing Continent], 2011)
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(1) More people speak Dutch than French in Brussels.
@ Brussels is not the city where NATO headquarters are located.

(3 There are people in Brussels who speak a variety of languages other than

Belgium’s official languages.

@ The monotonous buildings of the EU have been taken down, making the

landscape less clear.



