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Date: 2005 Sep 1 02:23:28 UT

The moon’s endless dance

As the Earth and moon orbit the sun together,
the pattern of day and night on the lunar
surface constantly changes. We refer to the
percentage of illumination on the visible face
of the moon as the moon’s “phase.” There are
8 major named phases that have been known

throughout human history. MOON'S “NEAR” SIDE, MOON'S “FAR" SIDE,
VISIBLE FROM EARTH HIDDEN FROM EARTH

LAST QUARTER

WANING
> FROM EARTH
‘ 0

ORBIT OF MOON

'L 9
!

e
v )
WAXING CRESCENT a

1st QUARTER

SOURCE: NASA

http://www.space.com/62-earths-moon-phases-monthly-lunar-cvcles-infographic.html
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